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Civil Society in Myanmar’s New Democracy 

Institute for Political and Civic Engagement Conference 2017 

September 20, 2017 

Novotel Hotel, Yangon, Myanmar 

 

Recent years have witnessed remarkable changes for civil society in Myanmar – from the level of openness 

in which to operate, to the sector’s role within society, its interaction with policy makers, and its 

sophistication. Some aspects may be getting easier, some more difficult; and some observe that the 

operating environment is improving while others raise concern that it is backsliding.  But one thing is for 

certain: that the role, and expectations for and by civil society, are changing.  This conference is an 

opportunity for civil society leaders, government representatives, academics, donors, and other 

interested stakeholders to pose and examine the biggest questions concerning civil society in Myanmar 

to further our thinking on how to participate in and contribute to the sector’s role in Myanmar’s ongoing 

democratic and economic transition. 

The Institute for Political and Civic Engagement (iPACE) is an educational resource for Myanmar’s 

emerging democratic leaders to develop and increase their knowledge and practical application of 

fundamental democratic principles while promoting civic engagement to foster more representative and 

accountable governance.  Since its founding in 2012, iPACE has trained over 2,200 participants from 800 

civil society organizations and 39 political parties throughout the country. iPACE is made possible through 

a generous grant from the United States Embassy, Burma and is a program of World Learning. 

 

8:30-9:00AM  Registration 

9:00-9:30AM  Welcoming remarks 

Gretchen Kunze 

Country Representative and iPACE Director, World Learning Myanmar  

Sakil Malik 

Vice President, Global Development, World Learning 

 

9:30-10:00AM Keynote Presentation: State of the civil society sector in Myanmar: Where we 

came from and where we are now 

U Kyaw Win 

Former Editor-in-Chief of The Waves  

Former Member of Amyotha Hluttaw Political, Economic and Legal Affairs 

Commission  
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10:00-10:45AM  Tea break 

 

10:45AM–12:00PM Panel discussion: Civil society’s role in Myanmar 

How is civil society engaging on three priority challenges for Myanmar today: 

peace, democratic consolidation, and media/freedom of expression? Is civil 

society engagement making a positive impact? Should they be doing something 

differently, or should they be involved at all?  This panel will examine the work of 

civil society on these three critical issues facing the country, and consider bigger 

questions of civil society’s role and impact. 

Moderator: 

Nyein Zarni Naing 

Independent Analyst 

 

Panelists: 

Daw Khin Ma Ma Myo  

Executive Director of Myanmar Institute of Peace and Security Studies 

 

U Min Ko Naing 

Leader from 88 Generation Peace and Open Society 

 

U Myint Kyaw  

Executive Member of Myanmar Journalist Network and Member of Press Council 

 

12:00-1:30PM  Lunch 

 

1:30-2:45PM Panel discussion: How do we work together? How the government sees civil 

society’s role in Myanmar’s future 

As both the new government and civil society continue to define themselves since 

the 2015 elections, they are also forming new ways of interaction between each 

other. How does the government envision the role of civil society in a democratic 

Myanmar? What common ground do the nation’s government and civil society 

share? What are the barriers to working more closely together, and can they be 

overcome? 

Moderator: 

Nyein Zarni Naing 

Independent Analyst 
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Panelists: 

Daw Zin Mar Aung  

Member of Parliament representing Yankin Township, Yangon in the Pyithu 

 Hluttaw  

 

U Nay Phone Latt 

Member of Parliament representing Thingangyun Township, Yangon in the 

Yangon Regional Hluttaw 

 

Dr. Sai Khaing Myo Tun 

President of Myanmar Teachers’ Federation; Lecturer of International Relations 

at Yangon University 

 

2:45- 2:55PM  Remarks from United States Embassy 

George Sibley  

Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy Burma 

 

2:55-3:30PM  Tea break 

 

3:30-4:30PM Panel discussion: An international view of Myanmar’s civil society: Why is civil 

society a priority for donors?  

There are clearly multiple goals and objectives international donors can choose 
to support in Myanmar, yet many prioritize the development of a strong civil 
society. What is the rationale for this decision, and what do donors hope to see 
in Myanmar through their support of this sector? What are future plans to 
support civil society in Myanmar? What is the definition of “success”? These are 
just some of the questions we will explore during this interactive session with 
donor representatives who are based in Yangon. 

 
Moderator:  

Jennifer Whatley  

Senior Technical Advisor for Civic Engagement and Governance for World 

Learning 

 

Panelists: 

Teresa McGhie 

Mission Director of US Agency for International Development (USAID) 

Gail Marzetti 

Head of Department for International Development (DFID) 
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4:30-4:50PM  Conference closing keynote: What next for civil society in Myanmar? 

                       Kavi Chongkittavorn  

Editor-in-Chief and Executive Director of Myanmar Times 
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Bios of Presenters 

 
Gretchen Kunze has more than 19 years of experience in 

international development, particularly in the areas of democracy 

building, good governance, civic engagement, access to justice, and 

civil society, and has spent over 14 years living and working in Asia. 

She is currently based in Yangon as World Learning's Country 

Representative for Myanmar, where she leads World Learning’s 

Institute for Political and Civic Engagement (iPACE) and American 

Center English Language Program, amongst other World Learning 

programs. She has written numerous articles on civil society in Asia 

and authored the chapter on Laos for the forthcoming Routledge Handbook on Civil Society in 

Asia. 

 

 Sakil Malik is World Learning’s Vice President of Global 

Development. Prior to joining World Learning, Malik served as 

director for the USAID-funded Reading within Reach (REACH) Project 

and Global Reading Network (GRN), which worked to improve the 

literacy of primary school children around the world. He has 

Master’s degrees in educational leadership and policy, and in 

economics. 

 

 

Kyaw Win is an active contributor to the Myanmar literary scene 

whose interests span a variety of cultural, economic, and political 

issues. His published translations include Thomas Friedman’s The 

World is Flat and Joseph E. Stiglitz’s Making Globalization Work. In 

the 1980s and 90s, Kyaw Win founded and ran a private school in 

Monywa. After three periods of imprisonment, he moved to Yangon 

and became a freelance writer and editor. He has edited five 

magazines, most recently ‘The Waves’ magazine, where he was 

Chief Editor. He has won numerous awards for his writing and has 

published 102 books to-date. In 2008, he attended the International Writing Program at the 

University of Iowa. 
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Nyein Zarni Naing started his career as a humanitarian worker in 

Cyclone Nargis in 2008 and later continued as a volunteer civic 

educator for monastic schools in Sagaing Hill. He co-founded the 

Myanmar Debate Education Society in 2011 and implemented 

youth-led debate training in ethnic regions and organized debate 

tournaments, forums and workshops. Since 2012, he has been an 

independent researcher and policy advisor for World Bank, UNDP, 

Oxfam in Myanmar and other donor agencies on rural economy, 

poverty and local governance. He is currently an independent 

analyst and writer on aid, civil society and emerging development issues. 

 

Khin Ma Ma Myo is the founder and Executive Director of the 

Myanmar Institute of Peace and Security Studies (MIPSS), which she 

created in 2013 to help facilitate the peace and reconciliation 

process in Myanmar. She is also the founder of two other institutes, 

the Myanmar Institute of Gender Studies (MIGS) and the Myanmar 

Institute of Politics and Policy (MIPP). In addition to her many years 

working for democratic movements, she is currently involved in the 

Myanmar peace process, serving many roles. Khin Ma Ma Myo is a 

well-published writer in various political and education journals. She 

is also an experienced trainer and facilitator for over 160 organizations in the areas of women, 

peace and security, human rights, gender equality, civil education, democracy and electoral 

processes. Khin Ma Ma Myo has numerous academic credentials from UK universities. She is a 

Peace Leadership Fellow of the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies (CPCS), based in Cambodia. 

 

Min Ko Naing is a leading democracy activist and former political 

prisoner. He was the chairman of the All Burma Federation of 

Student Unions (ABFSU) and a leader of the pro-democracy protests 

in 1988. He spent most of the years from 1988 until 2012 imprisoned 

by the state for his activities, and was released on January 13, 2012 

in a mass presidential amnesty. Upon his release, he immediately 

returned to campaigning for democracy and peace in the country. 

He and his colleagues established the 88 Generation (Peace and 

Open Society), which has become one of the leading civil society 

organizations in Burma. Min Ko Naing has won numerous international awards for his efforts, 

such as National Order of Merit, Gwangjy Prize for Human Rights (2009), the Civil Courage Prize 
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(2005), the Homo Homini Award by People in Need Foundation, the Student Peace Prize (2001) 

and the John Humphrey Freedom Award (1999). 

 

Myint Kyaw started his career as a journalist at Myanmar Dana 

Magazine in 2003. From 2008 to 2010, he wrote news and articles 

on economics in a number of journals, including Thitsar News 

Journal and from 2010 to 2012 he worked as an editor for Yangon 

Press International Online News Agency. From 2012 to 2015, he 

worked as the Secretary of the Myanmar Journalist Network and as 

a temporary Executive Member of the Myanmar Press Council. Now 

he is working as a Journalism Advisor at Internews and as an 

Executive Member at the Myanmar Press Council. 

 

George Sibley assumed his duties as Deputy Chief of Mission at the 

U.S. Embassy in Myanmar on July 31, 2017. Previously, he served at 

the U.S. Embassy New Delhi from 2013-2017 as the Minister 

Counselor for Economic, Environment, Science and Technology 

Affairs, and as the U.S. Co-Chair of the U.S.-India Science and 

Technology Endowment Fund (USISTEF). Mr. Sibley joined the 

Foreign Service in 1988 and is a career member of the Senior Foreign 

Service. Before arriving in New Delhi, Mr. Sibley was Director of the 

Office of Environmental Quality and Transboundary Issues, at the 

U.S. Department of State. Prior to that assignment Mr. Sibley served a year in Iraq as the Senior 

Advisor for Northern Iraq and as the Team Leader of Provincial Reconstruction Team Ninewa, 

following two years as the Director of the Office of Iraq Political Affairs at the Department of 

State. He previously served as Consul General in Kolkata, India from 2002-2005. 
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Zin Mar Aung is an activist and politician, currently serving as a 

Pyithu Hluttaw MP for Yankin Township. Due to her involvement in 

Burma's democracy movement, she served 11 years as a political 

prisoner; nine of those years in solitary confinement. She was 

released in 2009. She is a founding member of the Yangon School of 

Political Science and the Rainfall Gender Studies Group to promote 

women’s participation in democracy building. She serves on the 

Public Affairs Committee for the Pyithu Hluttaw, the Joint Public 

Account Committee for the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw and on the UPDJC 

Working Committee on Social Affairs. She is the first woman from Burma who received the 

International Women of Courage award in 2012. 

 

Nay Phone Latt is a Burmese blogger and activist, currently serving 

as a Yangon Region Hluttaw MP for Thingangyun Township. Nay 

Phone Latt was a recipient of the PEN/Barbara Goldsmith Freedom 

to Write Award and was selected for the 2010 Time 100 list under 

the Hero Category. Nay Phone Latt wrote regularly for a Burmese 

internet magazine Thanlwin Ainmat (Dream of Salween River) and 

his personal blog, The City that I Have Dropped before he was 

arrested in January 2008. He was sentenced to total of 20 years and 

6 months in prison due to his alleged involvement in spreading news 

during 2007 Saffron Revolution using his blogs. After he was released under a presidential 

amnesty in 2012, he participated in the International Writing Program's Fall Residency at the 

University of Iowa in Iowa City. He is also a co-founder of Myanmar ICT for Development 

Organization (MIDO), a local NGO focusing on ICT for Development, Internet Freedom and Civic 

Technology. 

 

Dr Sai Khaing Myo Tun is a lecturer from the Department of 

International Relations, University of Yangon. He has also been the 

president of the Myanmar Teachers Federation since July 2017. In 

2016, he was a visiting professor at the Department of Development 

Studies at the University of Vienna. His focus areas are labor issues 

and foreign and domestic policies of Myanmar. He was also involved 

in the national minimum wage setting committee from 2014-2015. 

He has published research articles on the state-building of Myanmar 

and writes articles on the politics of Myanmar for local media.     
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Jennifer Whatley is World Learning’s Senior Technical Advisor for 

Civic Engagement and Governance. She has 20 years of international 

development experience, focused primarily on civil society 

strengthening, democracy, and human rights issues. She has 

designed and overseen programs in Asia, Europe and Eurasia, the 

Caribbean, and Sub-Saharan Africa focused on citizen participation, 

democratic development, civil society strengthening, media 

development, and gender and social inclusion among other issues. 

Ms. Whatley joined World Learning in 2004 and has held a variety of 

senior technical and management roles within the organization. She came to World Learning 

from Freedom House where she oversaw international exchange programs for human rights 

activists, civil society leaders, and media members. She earned a master’s degree from Johns 

Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies and a bachelor’s degree from 

Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service. 

 

Teresa McGhie has been the Mission Director for Burma since June 

17, 2016. Before joining the Burma Mission in July 2014, Ms. McGhie 

most recently served as Mission Director for South Sudan. Ms. 

McGhie also served as USAID's Mission Director in Angola, Deputy 

Mission Director in Mozambique, and Regional Legal Adviser in 

Sudan. Her extensive career in USAID’s Foreign Service also brought 

her to Bangkok as part of the Regional Development Mission for 

Asia, as well as to Nairobi where she served in the East Africa 

Regional Mission. She joined USAID in 2000 as a legal officer. A 

lawyer by training, Ms. McGhie worked as an associate attorney with Sidley and Austin in 

Washington, D.C., and with Orrick, Herrington and Sutcliffe in New York City before joining USAID. 

She also served as the assistant director of the International Legal Studies Program and as 

director of the Summer Law Program in Chile for American University’s Washington College of 

Law. 
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Dr Gail Marzetti has been the DFID head of DFID Burma since July 

2017. Prior to this, Gail was the Head of DFID in Nepal for four years, 

which included leading the UK’s humanitarian response to the 2015 

Nepal earthquake. She is an Agricultural Economist with a 

background in development, having worked for many years in 

agricultural development in Mozambique and forestry in Brazil.  Past 

roles with DFID include the Deputy Director of Research and 

Evidence Division, Deputy Head of the United Nations and Commonwealth department, Head of 

the Corporate Strategy Group and Natural Resources Adviser and Head of DFID Brazil. Gail has a 

PhD from Manchester University which examines the impact of cash cropping on poverty and 

food security in post-conflict Mozambique.   

 

Kavi Chongkittavorn is editor-in-chief and executive director of 

Myanmar Times. He has been a journalist for more than three 

decades covering Thai and regional politics. He began his career in 

1983 as a reporter and became the paper’s foreign news editor in 

1986. Then, he was asked to explore Indochina—first as Bureau 

Chief in Phnom Penh, Cambodia (1988-1990) and later on in Hanoi, 

Vietnam (1990-1992). After a year in Oxford University as Reuter 

Fellow in 1994, he went to Jakarta and served as Special Assistant to 

the Secretary General of ASEAN in Jakarta in 1995 before returning 

to journalism. He was named the Human Rights Journalist of 1998 to commemorate the 50th 

Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by Amnesty International. From 1999-

2000, he was President of Thai Journalists Association. From 2000-2001, he went to Harvard 

University as a Nieman Fellow. He is also a senior fellow at Chulalongkorn University’s Institute 

of Security and International Studies.  

 

 


