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Conference Programme 

 

Day 1: 6 December 2018  
 

Time Details 

10:00 – 10:20 Registration and Morning Coffee/Tea 

10:20 – 10:30  Opening Remarks 

Prof Akihiro Ogawa, The University of Melbourne 
Dr Simon Avenell, Australian National University 

10:30 – 12:00 
 

(10:30-11:15) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Panel 1 
 

1. Civil Society Organisations in Asia: Neoliberalism and the production 
of the hybrid public/private civil space 
 
Dr Ruth Phillips, The University of Sydney 
Dr Deanna Davy, Independent Researcher for the UN Drugs and 
Crime Unit, Bangkok 
 
A strong preoccupation with research on civil society organisations in 
the North relates to the encroachment of business frameworks and 
expectations into how civil society organisations are managed, made 
accountable and operate as service delivery mechanisms. This is 
particularly strong for community welfare and development 
organisations that historically emerged from strongly mission based 
charities. Is Asia, especially in states that have relatively new 
democracies, the emergence of civil society has been inextricable from 
the growth in dominance of neoliberalism and the imperatives of 
economic growth amid economic austerity imposed via global 
economic institutions such as the IMF. This has resulted in an 
unquestioned mass development of hybrid organisations that are 
epitomised by social enterprise and microfinance, organisations that 
could be seen as businesses doing business in a way that exploits the 
goodwill and mission of a civil society organisations but imposes 
business imperatives on how they operate. This paper focuses on the 
rise and rise of microfinance organisations in Cambodia and how their 
operation in an environment that lacked regulation has resulted in 
outcomes opposite to the broadly lauded goals of such programs, that 
is to prevent and ameliorate poverty. Ultimately this is a theoretical 
and political question about the future of welfare and development 
civil society organisations in Asia – challenging the notion of 
public/private hybridity at the cost of advocacy for social change and 
equality. A deep analysis of this can only really occur on a case by case, 
country by country basis but it can also be linked to key historical 
moments that are inextricable from the impact of histories of 
colonisation and contemporary iterations of ne-colonisation via both 
the global economy and global NGO networks. 
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Time Details 

(11:15-12:00) 
 
 
 
 

 

2. Rethinking Japanese Civic Activism through the Lens of East Asia  
 
Dr Simon Avenell, Australian National University 
 
The history of postwar Japanese civic activism to date has been 
narrated largely through a domestic lens, with a strong focus on the 
confrontation between progressive forces on the left and the “iron 
triangle” of conservative politicians, business interests, and state 
officials on the right.  Far less attention, however, has been afforded to 
exogenous factors in shaping civic activism in the country.  Moreover, 
even less studied has been the role of the “region” – East Asia – in 
shaping the outlook and agendas of Japanese civic activists. This is an 
interesting lacuna given Japan’s deep and problematic history in East 
Asia prior to 1945 along with its multifaceted reengagement in the 
years thereafter. In this paper I attempt to rethink the history of 
postwar Japanese civic activism through the lens of Asia.  I show how 
the region has been an influential factor in the development of this 
sphere by shaping progressive mentalities, offering challenging new 
initiatives, and encouraging novel cross-border alliances.  In particular, 
I illustrate how civic activists’ engagement with Asian issues and 
activists from the 1970s onward deeply shaped the subsequent 
trajectory of civil society in the country through processes of 
“grassroots regionalization” and “grassroots globalization.”     

12:00 – 2:00  Lunch (Venue: TBA) 

2:00 – 4:15 
 

(2:00 – 2:45)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Panel 2  
 

1. Dealing with Human Trafficking: Connecting Civil Society in Singapore 
with Asia 
 
Dr Gillian Koh, National University of Singapore 
Mr Dhevarajan Devadas, National University of Singapore 
 
In November 2014, the Singapore Parliament passed a law to combat 
human trafficking which was considered historic. This was because of 
the nature of the Prevention of Human Trafficking Act which addresses 
cross-border crime that is often difficult to gather evidence and 
acquire testimony on and enforce but yet a pragmatic regime decided 
to take the bull by the horns. It was also historic because it was a 
private members bill that was the result of a large dose of awareness-
raising and policy work by civil society in the country. More critically, it 
was historic because it is an important case study of how Singaporean 
civic activists connected and gained important knowledge about the 
issues as well as the strategies for addressing them from their peers in 
other parts of Southeast Asia as well as those within the United 
Nations programme on women. Even within a political regime that is 
wary of foreign influence in policy-making and political activism, we 
propose examining how these Singaporean activists successfully 
negotiated what might otherwise have been several political barriers 
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Time Details 

 
 
 

(2:45 – 3:30) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(3:30 – 4:15) 
 
 
 
 

to bring about policy development because of the transformational 
interactions they had with civil society across Asia. 

 
2. The Politics of Accommodating Overseas Filipino Workers  

 
Dr Apichai W. Shipper, Georgetown University 
 
This paper examines the impact of Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) 
and their transnational networks in Asia on the domestic politics of the 
Philippines. Because OFWs played an important role in his electoral 
success in 2016, President Rodrigo Duterte and his administration have 
tried to accommodate their demands and to solicit their views on a 
number of bills regarding social issues, including marriage dissolution. 
Divorce is illegal and the criteria for a marriage annulment is highly 
strict in the Philippines, therefore this issue has divided OFW 
communities and their support groups abroad. While faith-based 
groups oppose a bill legalizing divorce, other progressive OFW 
organizations support it. OFWs abroad will likely be the deciding social 
force in the successful passage of the bill. When progressive lawmakers 
had consistently filed and re-filed related measures for years in the 
past and failed, this development highlights the importance of 
transnational actors in the domestic politics of an Asian democracy. 

 
3. Home-grown or Remote-controlled?: Emergence of new civil societies 

in Sri Lanka in a context of transnational migrant networks 
 
Dr Udan Fernando, Centre for Poverty Analysis, Sri Lanka 
 
Sri Lanka has witnessed an unprecedented level out outmigration of its 
people over the last three decades or so triggered by the conflict and 
economic reasons. By now, a sizeable number of Sri Lankans live 
abroad, as permanent residents or temporary workers while 
maintaining a close contact with their socio-political networks 
displaying the contours of a transnational civil society in the making. 
The paper strives to capture some of these new trends to understand 
the make-up, dynamics and directions of such new formations with the 
view to understand the values, goals and directions as well as how they 
differ from the typical civil society modalities conceived as per the 
Western experience. The paper also probes the construction of the 
interface between the ‘national/local’ and the ‘trans-national’ and how 
one level influences (or not) the other as well as the value addition of 
the transnational element that functions as a force to reckon with at 
the national/local level. The paper takes a closer look at the period of 
2014-2018 that witnessed a significant reconfiguration of intra civil 
society dynamics as well as CS-state relations following a change of 
government in 2015. 

4:15 – 4:30 Afternoon Coffee/Tea 
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Time Details 

4:30 – 6:00 Panel 3 with Film Screening  
 

 Dokdo and Diyaoyutai related activism in Korea and Taiwan 
 
Dr Alexander Bukh, Victoria University of Wellington 
 
In Japan, Korea, China and Taiwan numerous civic groups and other 
non-state actors engage in activism related to islands disputed by 
Japan and its neighbors, demanding their return or firmer protection. 
This talk will focus on the "protect Dokdo" and "protect Diaoyutai" 
movements in Korea and Taiwan respectively. Drawing on a vast array 
of primary research, particularly interviews, publications, and reports 
produced by the activists and governmental data, this paper focuses 
on the early years of the two movements and seeks to explain and 
compare the factors that brought about their emergence. While the 
actions and the slogans of the activists in Korea and Taiwan were 
almost identical, in this talk I will argue that the socio-political, 
ideological, and economic transformations that spurred this activism 
differed from one case to another and had little to do with the actual 
disputes. I will also argue that in both cases the demands to recover or 
protect the disputed territory were more of a rhetorical resource 
utilized by the activists rather than the actual ends of their activism. 
 
Film Screening 
 
THIS ISLAND IS OURS: Defending Dokdo/Reclaiming Takeshima (2016, 
Contented Production) 
 

6:30 –  Conference Dinner (Venue: TBA)  

 
  



Civil Society in Asia: The 2nd International Conference in Melbourne (6 – 7 December 2018) 

5 
 

Day 2: 7 December 2018 
 

Time Details 

9:00 – 9:30 Morning Coffee/Tea 

9:30 – 11:00 
 

(9:30 – 10:15) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(10:15 – 11:00)  

Panel 4 
 

1. Transnational civil society and grassroots resilience: a case study of 
Fukushima-Cairns recuperation practice 
 
Ms Akina Mikami, The University of Melbourne 
 
In recent years, ‘resilience’ has increasingly become a normative ideal 
in the field of disaster risk reduction. Resilience points to the ability of 
a social entity to cope, adapt and transform itself so it can rebuild 
stronger following social and environmental crises. Although there has 
been growing research interest in the role that civil society plays in the 
process of resilience, existing discussions have tended to limit civil 
society practices within national boundaries. Moreover, despite the 
highly political nature of disaster recovery processes, debates on 
resilience as a contested idea remain largely underexamined both 
empirically and conceptually. To address this gap, this paper offers an 
empirical account to explore how transnational grassroots civil society 
practices shape the notion of resilience in today’s disaster politics. It 
draws attention to a particular phenomenon called ‘recuperation 
practice’ that civil society in and out of Japan has initiated in response 
to the 3.11 disaster, or the threefold disaster of earthquake, tsunami 
and nuclear accident in northern Japan on 11 March 2011. While the 
recuperation practice aims primarily to provide opportunities for 
families with young children to temporarily spend some time in areas 
with little or no concern for radiation issues, it is also creating political 
spaces to question what it means to recover from disaster. Drawing on 
a case study of recuperation practice in Cairns led by Japan-Australia 
civil society, I argue that this transnational grassroots civil society is 
shaping a notion of resilience that is grounded in care and 
environmental justice, which contrasts with the dominant neoliberal 
vision of resilience. 
 

2. Immoral Politics: Japan’s Nuclear Technology Export and 
Transnational Anti-Nuclear Networks in Asia 
 
Prof Akihiro Ogawa, The University of Melbourne 
 
This paper examines the development of transnational networks that 
have evolved in opposition to Japan’s efforts to export nuclear power 
production technology. In January 2013, the Japanese Prime Minister 
officially announced the inclusion of this technology in his economic 
growth strategy, the so-called “Abenomics.” However, at a grassroots 
level, increasingly strong protest actions have been held in opposition 
to such nuclear politics. As a result of these collective forms of action, 
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Time Details 

Japanese civil society groups have been developing transnational 
advocacy and activism networks, in conjunction with other groups that 
operate in the international community. This paper focuses on the 
manner in which civil society groups have criticized the current 
Japanese policy for nuclear technology, deeming it “immoral.” Actors 
from the transnational network that has developed have frequently 
stressed the need for a stricter safety regime for nuclear technologies, 
often emphasizing a demand for higher levels of transparency with 
regard to the related safety issues. 

11:00 – 11:15 Short Break 

11:15 – 12:45 
 

(11:15 – 12:00) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(12:00 – 12:45) 

Panel 5 
 

1. Promoting Pluralism through Development: Transnational Initiatives 
of the Aga Khan Development Network 
 
Dr Salim Lakha, The University of Melbourne 
 
Transnational civil society organizations (TCSOs) have generated 
substantial interest and scrutiny from both scholars and national 
governments for their extensive engagement with national and local 
level activist groups. TCSOs represents a broad spectrum of activities 
and varied perspectives. Some are secular in their outlook whilst 
others are either faith based or faith inspired. The Aga Khan 
Development Network (AKDN), for example, does not identify itself as 
a religious organization though it is inspired by the ethics of Islam. A 
core principle of its developmental work is pluralism whereby people 
from diverse backgrounds regardless of religion, ethnicity, gender and 
other differences are included in its programs. This paper focuses upon 
the developmental initiatives of one of AKDN’s agencies, namely, the 
Aga Khan Rural Support Program (AKRSP), which has been active in the 
remote, mountainous regions of northern Pakistan. It examines how 
pluralism is promoted through the activities of AKRSP in a region 
characterized by ethnic diversity and some of the challenges it faces. 
The discussion also reveals the impact of AKRSP’s work on local groups 
and its influence at different levels in Pakistan. 
 

2. Article 19 and Freedom of Expression in Asia 
 
Prof Jeff Kingston, Temple University Japan 
 
Article 19 is a civil society organization based in the UK that advocates 
for, transparency, good governance, freedom of expression and human 
rights across the globe. It also offers policy advice to local partners and 
governments on how to advance this agenda. This organization 
promotes the principles articulated in Article 19 in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights- the right to “seek, receive, and impart 
information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers”.  
This paper provides an overview of this transnational group’s advocacy 
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efforts in Asia. In Asia, Article 19 has a regional office in Bangkok 
covering Southeast Asia with operations in Yangon, Kuala Lumpur and 
Phnom Penh. I have interviewed various directors based in London and 
in Bangkok, the representative in Malaysia and will meet the local 
representative in Myanmar in late November along with several other 
Yangon-based sources. Prior to this visit I interviewed a member of 
PEN Myanmar and the director of Freedom of Expression Myanmar, 
scheduled several interviews and did background research on the 
Rohingya issue and press freedom in Myanmar.  

12:45 – 2:00 Lunch (Venue: TBA) 

2:00 – 3:00  
 

Strategy Meeting 

 Publication Plan 

To be Led by Prof Akihiro Ogawa, The University of Melbourne, and 
Dr Simon Avenell, Australian National University 

3:00 – 4:00  Special Talk 

 Title: TBA 

Dr Tilman Ruff, The University of Melbourne 

4:00 – 4:30 Closing Remarks 

Prof Akihiro Ogawa, The University of Melbourne 
Dr Simon Avenell, Australian National University 

 


